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borax solution. The addition of the borax prevents
putrefaction and does not change the spectroscopic
properties of the blood, and reduction and combina-
tion with oxygen or carbon monoxide take place in
the same manner as in fresh blood or haemoglobin
solution. The haemoglobin gradually dissolves in
the liquid, and, beginning at the bottom and pro-
ceeding upward, the solution takes on a deep dark
red colour. Such a solution of the colouring matter
of blood in borax remains clear for months, and does
not need to be filtered before being used for the
spectroscopic examination. I have used this solution
exclusively for my experiments, the desired concen-
tration of 1: 40 being obtained by mixing 1 ccm. of
the solution with 19 ccm. of water. Even in this
dilution, the solution will keep for several days.
" The permanence of the carbon monoxide reaction
in this dilution, when the solution is kept in the small
and tightly closed absorption bottles, is quite remark-
able. I have kept solutions with 0.03 per cent and
0.05 per cent, together .with the comparing solutions,
for over three months without the reaction becoming
less distinct.
" I will mention one other experiment which is of
interest as serving to call attention to certain neces-
sary precautions in the examination of the air of rooms
filled with coal-gas.
" After the delicacy of the method had been proved
by many experiments, it remained to test it also in
a practical manner. For this purpose a small stove
filled with burning charcoal was placed in a closed
room in my laboratory, and the doors and openings
into the chimney were closed. Into the room